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For an hour the fight raged furiously, and then, at four
o'clock, the enemy raised white flags all along his line.
Sherman instantly ordered his men to stop firing, and at
the same time sent General Steele with a brigade down
the bayou at the' right to prevent the enemy from retreat-
ing in that direction. He then sent an officer forward to
the enemy's lines and followed in person with his staff.
He found that the fire of his troops had destroyed the
enemy's intrenchments and that they could resist no
longer. Meeting Colonel Garland, Sherman asked him
who commanded the fort. Garland replied that General
Churchill did. " Where is he ?" asked Sherman. " Inside
the fort," said Garland. So Sherman rode into the fort,
which, he observed, was well built and capable of much
further defence. He found it, however, full of soldiers
and sailors from Porter's gunboats, and the boats them-
selves were anchored at the river bank close by.

Sherman found Churchill in conversation with Porter
and A. J. Smith. But he had hardly greeted them before a
report came in that General Deshler, who commanded a
brigade of Rebel forces, had refused to surrender because
he had received no orders from from Churchill to that
effect, and the fighting was therefore likely to be resumed
at once. Accordingly Sherman and Churchill personally
hurried to the scene. On their way they met Colonel
Garland, who had first displayed the white flag, and
Churchill angrily asked him why he had done so. Garland
replied that one of Churchill's own staff had ordered him to.
Churchill denied having authorized any such order, and a
quarrel arose between the two men, which Sherman ended
by curtly remarking that it made no difference whether
Churchill had ordered the surrender or not, for they and
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